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Good morning Senator Maynard. Representative Guerrera and members of the Transportation Conmittee.
My name is William Boucher and 1 am the President of the Comnecticut Police & Fire Union. The Union
represents State firefighters, regulatory personnel. and law enforcement officers, including Inspectors from
the Department of Motor Vehicles. 1 am here today to speak on behalf of HB-3023, An Act C CRCerning
Arest Powers of Local Palice Officers and Motar \ehu]e lnspectors, The Motor Vehicle Inspectors are the
anly faw enforcement personnel emploved by the State of Connecticut who are not classitied as peace
otficers under state statutes, You will hear todav from some of the Motor Vehicle Ingpectors who will be
able to explain 1o you the duties an qupomfhiln ies of their 1obs and why it is important for them 10 be

included in the definition of peace officer: | would Hke to take a few minutes to explain why 1 believe it is
rmportant.

Facts:

Under Title 14 of the CGS the Motor Vehicle Inspectors have “the same authority to make arrests or issue
citations for violation of any statute refating to motor vehicles and to enforce said statutes and regulations as
policemen or state policemen have 1n their respective jurisdiciion

In Sec. 14-157-16 of the State Regulations it states that the Department of Motor Vehicles “has as its primary

function the pr ncchon of life an d property through the adminisiration and entorsement of the motor vehicle
faws and regulations.”

sec. 7-294a of the UGS states that a “law enforcement unit” is “any agency. organ or department of this state

whaose primary function inciudes the enforcement of‘ criminal laws . the protection of ife and property,
or the p:'evemion detection or investigation of crime.” It i’uzthei states ‘hai a “police officer™ 1s “any
member of a law enforcement unit who performs police duties.”

The DAS job CE‘%C-i’i}:'iiO‘- for Motor Velicle Inspector includes the following as examples of dusies: “may
make arvests, 1Ssue SUMIMONS, serve warrants or appear in court as arresting officer or witness for violation of

statutes zehtmo to motor vehicles: conducts special investigations and/or investigations of criminal and other
activities as a*s*g*}ed at time of heightened alert level nnder Homeland Security procedures may be required
to maintam building security and perform pairol duties.”

DIV Tnspectors have carried guns since inception in 1917 and have always been an enforcement oriented
unit. They are also issued batons, pepper spray and handouffs,



The Motor Vehicle Inspectors puli-over trucks and cars for motor vehicle violations and often encounter
violations of other state statues and regulations. They make both misdemeanor and felony arrests for such
violations, including: for wanted persons, weapons in vehicles, illegal drugs, and alcoho! — DUT viclations.
They investigate illegal “chop-shops™ looking for stolen vehicles. They also stop and search vehicles under
heightened alert levels looking for potential terrorists and weanons of mass destruction.

Training:

Motor Vehicle inspectors are currently required to complete the same training requirements as ali other law
enforcement officers in Connecticut which are mandated by the Police Officer Training and Standards
(P.OST). They attend the Police Academy in Meriden and are required to complete 680 hours of training,
rapproximately 17 weeks of academy time. New Inspectors are then subject to 400 hours of Field Traiming
conducted by certified Field Training Officers before they can assume the full duties of their jobs. In order

o maintam their certification, they are required to complete the mandatory P.O.S.T. in-service training cveie
svery three vears.

Q

DMV Inspectors are required to pass Firearms training twice a vear by DMV Departiment policy. (This is
twice the P.O.S.T. required annual standard. }

MV Inspectors must pass Police Baton and Pepper Spray training annuailv. (Most police officers never
idergo thus training after the academy )

DMV Inspectors receive Handeuffing and Use of Force training on a bi-annual basis. Again all training is

conducted by certitied Instructors. (Training includes Felony Stop Procedures, Search and Seizure and
Officer Safety.)

inaddiion to the “standard” police training, Inspectors receive the following training,
Drug Interdiction (Basic and Advanced classes)

Auto Theft Detection

Radiclogical Detection Training

Homeland Security Classes (including explosives and truck bomb identification)

Renefits:

Currently the Motor Yehicle Inspectors are issued side arms and other defensive tools and are expected to
make arrests and enforce laws, but are not covered under the definition of “Peace Officer™. This potentially
places both the State, and the Inspector, in a gray area as to lability for use of force in connection with the
performance of their duties. Most statutory language and case law address use of force by a “Peace Officer™.
By including Maotor Vehicle Inspeciors in the definition of “Peace Officer,” Inspectors would attain the same
legal protections and immunities as any other police officers in Connecticut,

By mcluding Motor Vehicle inspectors in the definition of “Peace Officer™ a criminal could be charged wiih
mnterfering with an officer if such s/he willfully obstructs, resists, hinders or endangers the Inspector while
thev are in the performance of their duiies. Currently, the Inspectors do not have this statutary protection.

including DMV Inspectors as “Peace Officers” would authorize them, in the performance of their duties. to
command assistance from a person and charge such person with failure to assist if the person refused to
assist the Inspector. This statute. though rarely used, is of great benefit in extreme emergencies. It also
serves 10 legally protect the person assisting the Inspector.




Assault on a "Peace Office” is a felony that protects all other police officers in Connecticut. Currently. it
dees not apply to Motor Vehicle Inspectors. Listing the lospectors as “Peace Officers™ would afford them
this extra protection under the law,

This change in status does not require any change in tralning, equipment. or benefits (including retirement)
that the Motor Vehicle Tnspector cuirently receive. 1t is a zero- cost item to the State, with potentially
significant benefits o the area of hability.

Based on all of this information, ! think vou can see why 1 feel thai it is so important that HB-5023 be
passed. Thank vou for vour time and attention.

Respeciﬁiiiﬁ»' subnted.
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